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Joseph Arnold, a professor at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County, has contributed sig-
nificantly to the fields of history and education.
Having served as acting director of the UMBC
Library, he was also the visiting research professor
in the urban studies program at the University of
Maryland’s College Park campus,  an advisor to the
National Endowment for the Humanities and a
member of the Baltimore Industrial Museum’s
board of directors. In addition, he has served on
Maryland Historical Magazine’s editorial board and
has written numerous articles on the state’s history.
He is the author of both The New Deal in the Suburbs:
A History of the Greenbelt Town Program and The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and the Environment in the
Potomac and Susquehanna River Basins.

Anirban Basu holds his B.S. in Foreign Service from
Georgetown University, his Master ’s in Public
Policy from Harvard University, his Master’s in
Economics from the University of Maryland, and
earned his J.D. from the University of Maryland
School of Law in 2003. Mr. Basu teaches Micro-,
Macro- and International Economics at Towson
University. He has also taught as a Teaching Fellow
at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard.
   Mr. Basu has been the author of numerous pub-
lications, including Outlook Maryland, the Mid-Atlantic
Economic Quarterly, and the Baltimore Economic
Digest. He has been widely quoted in various
newspapers, including the Baltimore Sun and
Washington Post and is the featured guest on two
radio shows, WYPR’s Morning Economic Minute
and WTMD’s Maryland Public Policy Forum.
   Mr. Basu’s knowledge of Maryland’s recent
history derives in part from his work as an eco-
nomic consultant to business, government and
nonprofit organizations.  His ability to forecast eco-
nomic activity has earned him prominence in the
Mid-Atlantic region, including the two states in
which he specializes, Maryland and Delaware.

If mere survival was foremost on the minds of early
American settlers, Marylanders basked in luxuries:
oysters reputedly as large as horses’ hooves; the
finest peaches in the world; a healthy, moderate
climate conducive to all types of agriculture; and
forests teeming with game and fowl. Later genera-
tions thoroughly explored, sometimes exploited,
and always expanded upon the natural resources
which would render the state an economic leader.

Maryland: Old Line to New Prosperity presents far
more than a glowing inventory of the state’s infinite
riches. It is also a saga of increasingly sophisticated
economic development. Late nineteenth-century
watermen, encouraged by packers, thoughtlessly
over-harvested oysters to the point of strangling a
viable industry. Conversely, the resurgence of the
Baltimore harbor encompassed many years of
innovation, planning, and cooperation between the
public and private sectors.

Most importantly, the Old Line State’s distinction
as an economic leader results from the efforts of
individualistic people. The English, Scottish, Irish,
German and Welsh immigrants who mined West-
ern Maryland not only secured the area’s economic
well-being, but created a congenial, cultured
lifestyle uncommon to most coal regions. In turn-
of-the-century Baltimore, a handful of German
Jews catapulted their new hometown into national
prominence as a center of the clothing industry.
This drive and ingenuity still flourishes today:
native-born and Maryland-educated profession-
als make the Washington suburbs a mecca for
research, development and high technology.

Biographies of many of Maryland’s businesses
and organizations are highlighted in a special
chapter entitled “Chronicles of Leadership,” and
an illustrated timeline of significant events further
enhances the text, putting it all in perspective.
   The engaging prose is enhanced with information-
packed charts, vintage photographs, illustra-
tions and a sparkling array of color images that
further serve to portray both the “old line” and the
“new prosperity.”

Maryland: Old Line to New Prosperity will inform
and delight long-time residents and newcomers
alike.  In the years ahead, this volume is certain to
prove a valuable reference, as well as a handsome
addition to the library of every friend of Maryland.


